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THE sale of immature avocados (which will 
not ripen properly) is prohibited in terms of 
the Agricultural Product Standards Act.

Inspectors from the Department of 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF) 
and Prokon will be testing maturity levels 
of early season avocados offered for sale. If 
avocados are found to be immature, the sale 
of this fruit will be prohibited.

Avocado growers are advised to ensure 
that their fruit meets the required maturity 
standard before picking. For the cultivar 
Fuerte, fruit moisture content must be 80% 

or less. Reputable avocado packhouses are 
all able to carry out the necessary maturity 
testing. Inspectors will be checking avocado 
maturity on the National Fresh Produce 
Markets. Growers should be sure that 
their avocados are properly mature before 
harvesting to ensure that they do not run the 
risk of their fruit being rejected. The grower 
will be responsible for the cost of removing 
immature fruit from the market.For further 
information on maturity testing, contact the 
Subtropical Growers Association (Subtrop), 
tel. 015 307 3677.

DIE verkoop van onvolwasse avokado’s 
(wat nie behoorlik ryp sal word nie) 
is verbode in terme van die Wet op 
Lanbouprodukstandaarde.

Inspekteurs van die Departement van 
Landbou, Bosbou en Visserye (DAFF) en 
Prokon sal vroeg in die seisoen op die markte 
begin om avokado-volwassenheidte toets.

Die verkoop van alle onvolwasse avokado’s 
sal verbied word. 

Avokado produsente word aangeraai 
om seker te maak dat hulle vrugte voldoen 
aan die vereiste volwassenheidstandaard 
voordat dit gepluk word. Vir die kultivar 
Fuerte moet die vrug se voginhoud 80% 
of minder wees. Betroubare avokado-

pakhuise is almal toegerus om die vereiste 
volwassenheidstoetse uit te voer. 

Inspekteurs sal avokado-volwassenheid 
op die nasionale varsproduktemarkte 
kontroleer. Daarom moet produsente 
seker maak dat hulle vrugte aan die nodige 
vereistes voldoen voordat hulle oes. 
Sodoende sal hulle nie die risiko loop dat 
die verkoop van hulle vrugte verbied word 
nie. Alle koste om onvolwasse vrugte van die 
mark te verwyder sal vir die produsent se 
rekening wees.

Vir verdere inligting oor die 
volwasseheidsbepalings skakel die 
Subtropiese Kwekersvereniging (Subtrop) by 
tel: 015 307 3677.

Verbod op verkoop van 
onvolwasse avokados

Inspections to prevent 
selling of immature avos

ILLEGAL: If avocados are found to be immature, the sale of this fruit will be prohibited.

RAINWATER 
harvesting is 
the collection, 
filtering, storage 
and distribution of 
rainwater. It can be 
used for irrigation, 
as an emergency 
supply of water or a 
complete off-the grid 
system. 

It can be stored 
in water tanks or 
reservoirs.

Most South 
Africans are now 
aware that our 
country is facing 
one of the worst 
droughts since 1992.

In order for the 
water to be potable 
(drinkable), the right 
materials need to be 
used to construct the 
harvesting system 
and is important that 
these materials are 
simple, affordable 
and easy to acquire. 
Recommended 
materials for roofing 
include galvanised 
or corrugated 
iron sheets and 
corrugated plastic 
or tiles. Gutters can 
be made of local 
materials such as 
metal, aluminium or 
PVC whilst storage 
tanks can be made 
from plastic, bricks, 
cement, concrete or 
reinforced concrete.

It is important for 
harvested rainwater 
to be filtered, 
especially if it is 
going to be used as 
drinking water or for 
domestic purposes.

HARVEST


